
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



CHICAGO INSTITUTE 



2 45 



References 

For Meteorology and Astronomy, see refer- 
ences for last month. For Animal Movements, 
Orton, Comparative Zoology, pp. 154-166; Chap- 



man, Bird Life, pp. 14-34 ; Thomson, The 
Study of Animal Life, pp. 120-124; Jackman, 
Nature Study in the Grammar Grades, p. 334; 
Semper, Animal Life, pp. 101-117. 
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History 



The subject for the month is Marco 
Polo and the Routes of Trade. In this 
way the subject of China connects naturally 
with that of Venice and the other Italian 
cities which will be studied later in the 
year, and the history subjects for the year 
thus coordinate readily with Eurasia, the 
topic for the year's study in geography. 

I. When did Europe first get full and 
authentic knowledge of China? 

I. The Polos, Maffeo and Nicolo: a. Their 
first journey to China; b. Their embassy to the 
Pope; c. Marco Polo's journey; his services to 
the Great Khan; his travels; his book; its re- 
ception in Europe. 

II. Europe's trade-relations with the 
Orient in the Middle Ages. 

1. The Europeans imported silks, gold, 
precious stones, ivory, cashmeres, dyewood, 
perfumes, and spices. Of these, spices and 
silks were particularly desired. Woolens were 
the principal export. 

2. Trade with the East was stimulated by 
the Crusades. 

a. Venice and Genoa offered their fleets to 
transport soldiers and pilgrims and received 
trading privileges in Constantinople in return. 

3. The routes of trade: a. The Northern, by 
the Black Sea, the Phasis, the Cyrus, the Cas- 
pian, the Oxus, and the Indus, b. The Middle: 
Through Syria and by way of the Euphrates 
and the Persian Gulf. c. The Southern: By 
way of the Mediterranean, Alexandria, and the 
Red Sea. 

4. The Conquest, in the thirteenth century, of 
Constantinople by the Venetians and the lead- 
ers of the Fourth Crusade, and the consequent 
Venetian monopoly, a. The regaining of Con- 
stantinople, in 1261, "by the Greek Emperor, 
with the aid of the Genoese, the consequent 



privileges granted the Genoese, and the forc- 
ing of Venice to the old Alexandrian route. 

5. The closing of the routes of trade by the 
Turks and by the fall of the Mongol dynasty, 
and the consequent search for new routes, a. 
The Westward or Spanish route; b. The East- 
ward or Portuguese route. Prince Henry the 
Navigator; Diaz and Vasco de Gama. 

References 
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Travels of Marco Polo; W. E. Griffis, The 
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of Europeans in Indies; John Yeats, Growth 
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Adams, Mediaval Civilization; Charles Mor- 
ris, Civilization; Robert Kerr, Collection of 
Voyages and Travels; Octave Noel, Histoire 
du Commerce du Monde ; JohnFiske, Discovery 
and Conquest. 

Dramatic Reading: Rushan Beg, by Long- 
fellow. 

Geography 

The subject for the year will be Eurasia. 
The subject for the month is China. 

Before proceeding to China the children 
will take a general survey of the topog- 
raphy of Eurasia, noting (a) the moun- 
tain regions, (b) the table-lands (<r) the 
plain regions, (d) the coast-lines (e) the 
areas as compared with those of North 
America and of the United States. They 
will draw relief maps of the continent, 
and model some of the more obvious feat- 
ures . in sand. After this the work will 
proceed somewhat as follows : 

I. Situation of China : latitude and longi- 
tude ; relations to mountains and sea. 

1. What, therefore, are we to expect of its 
climate ? Diversity (compared with United 
States); winds; rainfall. 
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II. Natural divisions of the country: 1. Moun- 
tain region ; a. Situation ; b. Systems ; c. Ex- 
tent ; d. Height ; e. Effect on rainfall. 

2. Hilly region (south of Yang-tse). 

3. Great plain : a. Origin ; b. Extent; c. 
Fertility ; d. Population ; e. Products ; f. 
Grand Ganal. 

4. River Systems : a. Hoang-ho • in north. 
Higher than its banks, in places ; results, 
floods ; b. Yang-tse in center ; c. Li in south ; 
d. Direction ; e. Length ; f. Means of trans- 
portation afforded. 

5. The loess: a. Theories as to its origin ; 
b. Topographical features ; c. Agricultural 
value. 

6. Productions : Rice, wheat, barley, mil- 
let, and maize, in north ; pulse, tobacco, cotton, 
hemp, opium, sugar-cane, tea, silk, camphor ; 
coal resources. 

References : J. Thomson, Through China 
with a Camera; W. and A. K. Johnston, Atlas; 
Johnson, Universal Encyclopedia; Wells Wil- 
liams, Encyclopedia Britannica, The Middle 
Kingdom; Redus, The Chinese Empire; Stan- 
ford, The Chinese Empire. 

Number Work : Compare area of China 
with that of North America and United States, 
by ratio, percentage, and fractions. Compare 
river lengths, coast-lines, mountain heights, etc., 
in same way. Compare population and exports 
with those of the United States. 

For painting, drawing, hand- work, etc., see 
History Outline for October. 

Nature Study 

The special study for October was the 
preparations of plants for the winter. The 
work for November will embrace certain 
relations between insects and plants, and 
the preparations for the winter of insects 
and other animal forms. 

The children will first of all collect 
galls, distorted leaves, stems, and webs. 
After examining and discussing these 
and speculating as to their origin, they 



will proceed on somewhat the following 
plan: 

1. The use of plants by insects: a. As food; 
parts attacked; effects. Time when they are 
attacked; results. Amount of injury done. 
Protective devices; hair, bristles, prickles, 
gum. b. As homes (miners, rollers), c. As 
depositories for eggs. 

2. The preparations of animals for the win- 
ter: a. Insects: Depositing of eggs; making of 
cocoons, etc. b. Animals: Hibernation; low- 
ering of vital functions; movement; circula- 
tion, respiration; source of nutrition; growth 
of extra covering; migration. 

The children will make a collection of 
larvae and watch their evolution during 
the succeeding months, and will, if possi- 
ble, observe the hibernating habits of 
various animals. 

Dramatic Reading : Poem, Robert of Lin- 
coln, Bryant. 

Number Work : (See Jackman's Nature 
Study for the Grammar Grades, pp. 3 and 4.) 

Drawing : Drawing of typical injuries to 
leaves, etc., and of like parts uninjured. 

Painting : The landscape calendar. Color 
modifications due to insect depredations. 

Hand-work : Making of insect cage. Making 
of insect mounting board. For wood-work see 
Manual Training Outline. 

Songs, Harvest (hymn). Songs of Life and 
Nature, p. 186; Snowy Day, Modern Music 
Series, Third Book, p. 174 ; Nutting Song, 
Modern Music Series, Second Book, p. 162 ; 
He Prayeth Best (2 parts), p. 32 ; We Merry 
Minstrels (three-part round), p. 15, Modern 
Music Series, Third Book. 
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